COLONEL  BRAMBLE

with a beautiful silver platter on which they had had their signatures
engraved. I was highly gratified. Their affection, as I well knew,
was sincere; for my part I had learned to esteem and love them.
Our paths were soon to part. What would be left for me in the new
world of the Peace? The mill? I felt myself very far removed from
that calling. My cousin Pierre Herzog, after being wounded ten
times, had been killed at Chateau Thierry a few days before the
Armistice. Thus the two brilliant and dependable young men who
were to have formed a team with me were both gone... My family?
I felt that even if Janine should recover, my home had been cruelly
shaken by absence, by hostile influences, by Destiny.

No doubt I had found a new form of happiness in writing, but
what does success amount to, even in a profession which one pursues
with enthusiasm, if one has no one with whom to share it? My wife
had seemed indifferent to this new aspect of my life. My dearest
friends were dead. My daughter, the sole hope of the future, was
four years old. Almost nothing remained of the edifice patiently
constructed in the first part of my life. On this evening of victory,
when I found myself alone in my room, I felt exhausted and beaten.
A few days later I developed a high fever. It was the famous Spanish
influenza which was then ravaging the armies. An English doctor
came to see me:

I'm very depressed/ I told him, 'but on the whole I am not
suffering.*

I've seen more than one case like yours,* he replied, *in which the
patient did not suffer but died next day/

This ominous prediction seemed to me at the time a very desir-
able solution of my problems. But the prognosis was in error. I did
not die and, after a long convalescence, was demobilized at the
beginning of 1919. I was thirty-three years old. In a few months
my hair had turned white.

This was not the only change that had occurred in me. When I
had left Elbeuf in 1914 I had been a provincial business man con-
vinced that nothing in the world was more important than the
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